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“[[an many British mYmen fj un< ^ 
sailors' Ikes are ire rend? TO 
sacrifice la hack the American* 
against the Russian Empire 
and to restore private enter¬ 
prise (qualified by graft and 
cruelty) up to the 3&tk 
parallel? For my part , not a 
mart, not a boy.** 

II. N. BRAILSFORD* 

Threepence 


Governments Thrive on Fear amt Anxiety . and 

POLITICS IS 


WAR 



tO.flEA 

^MKgle**till g^s on— 
Ie Jircngth between the 
out to die territory 
, and mflKtly with, ihcir 
The newspapers still 
Eb’fts-though the Empon- 
solely the question of the 
FaAl The authority and prestige 
, _For us it underlines once 
Bole injustice and cruelly of 
I We do not demand for the 
fee South Koreans the right 
{hfch imperialist power they 
tiy. The people of 
Of.- Pkrjosc Japan in L ■■ I ■ , nr 
'■Ameikj ' ei 1945. The so rulers 
^Ked tnr them. For the people 
■h dem»Tid the right to organise 
y^h-nui: domination from 
Up«i1alt4(nii and. we would add;, 
^^^Elrijulaii Erotn a class or a 
| their own countrymen 

Krc the cl j men wry rig his that 
|^Rfcpl* require the dcclnpmem 
capacities and their 

demonstraies how far the 
sc world are from placing 
|tarv "considerations in the 
feeir demands. Instead they 
U in the struggles between 

F t that they see world 
. terms of the cold war, 
far ms of the struggle for 
I In the abstract, how 
fee struggle for peace; In 
^distasteful 10 see behind 
ferou^ propaganda for peace 
Rntruvtings of the Com- 
I en behalf of the Russian 

L have we called upon workers 
ilinmm by refusing to make 
t war materials? How dis- 
therefore is it to see the 
a port workers refusing iq em- 
jplane parts for Korea, knowing 
not revolutionary anti-militarism 
jires them, but a party directive 
nigh trade union channels? 
* of anti-militarist struggle is 
nder by the necessity to dis- 
« from the machinations of one 
lift in the cold war- Once 
["the Communist Party contrives to 
everything it touches. 


But the People Could Build a Better World 


I N any paper which discusses political and social affairs to-day 
the principal subject-matter must, of necessity, be gloomy. 
The shadows of the last war are yet with us in various restrictions 
and wartime-tike institutions now treated as permanencies; while 
the coming shadows of the next war overhang our lives tike 
forboditig clouds in the so-called cold war. Clause wife's aphorism 
that war is only polities carried on by other means, c«uld now' 
he turned round the other way so that it is truer to-day to say 
that polities is only war carried on by other means. 

Yet if we face the social facts 
without deceiving ourselves or 
our fellows it should not be in 
any spirit of pessimism. Freedom 
has pointed out on many occa¬ 
sions that governments seek to 
create anxiety because it makes 
people more dependent and so 
facilitates the business of ruling 
them. If we are alive to this 
problem (and it is obvious 
enough in totalitarian regimes to 
make it easier to recognise 
under democratic ones), we 
shall clearly he unwilling to 
promote anxiety ourselves, since 
it is our aim to create a self- 
reliant attitude among men and 
women* if we dwell on the 
harsher aspects of contemporary 
social and political events* and 
deny to ourselves the comforts 
of hysterical passions and wish¬ 
fulness, it is because in the 
social sphere, as in any other, 
one has to see facts as they are 
in order to achieve a balanced 
judgment. It goes without say¬ 
ing that such a process provides 
the only basis for successful and 
satisfactory action. 

But that is not to say that 
the avoidance of pessimism and 
anxiety is easy— it is not. In the 
new dark ages of the twentieth 
century it is especially necessary 
to consider as much of the other 


side of the picture as we can, in 
the more or less Aeding glimpses 
that have been achieved. For 
in the darkness, the despair 
almost, of (he Inst forty years of 
politics, there hove been u few’ 
brilliant flashes of revolutionary 
light. If general hi story show's 
men stumbling along the road 
through wars and reaction to the 
present impasse, revolutionary 
action show's them seeking posi¬ 
tive objectives. Instead of being 
driven willy-nilly into impossible 
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FRANK LLOYD 
WRIGHT’S 
MESSAGE FOR 
FREEDOM 
* 

Hearts Not Heads 
FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT* Sj-yt- 
A old American humanist and 
pioneer modem architect, who has 
paid tribute to Kropotkin as the 
source of his libertarian and de- 
ccnirelist ideas, made a brief visit to 
this country last week. 

He told Freedom's correspondent, 
“You’ve got to have it here" (pointing 
to heart), “not up here” (pointing to 
head). 


BLOOD AND INK IN KOREA 

, _* „ „;i-Tr +Tm+ human 


R r OKI BERG’S recent remarks that 
\ n limes like the present the Tories 
i for bloc* 1 drew Jonh hauls of 
‘ f rofr i the Conservative benches, 
™wicai outburst by Mr. Churchill, 
wme criuchm from the Prers But 
TZ not m*** ** mu ‘ h of of 

perhaps demagog ^ 1 remark by 

f plrtviiM in violation ol the 

Sf £???*** ■» g* Toms" 

,n l let a j] (tic press knows 

baying for Hopd ll 

7 rSLSE » watch Lhe war tiiu- 

*t ms rucuve bow tlw j> r , Vi 

pis i’Skf "gtizi tSs 

E « ,y J^rU. — 

t know how one j^ning n<rws- 

reter him to a well-known combine 

paper Cone of the Beaver ■ . f Df5 ce 
for which Mr Dnbers a*k 

a shining light;. There i» «o ® .ever?] 
for it by its name—I have aikc^ ^ 

London newspaper seller* for . 

Sights hade and have never received 
£«w or the Star, The Evemng $umdt*d 
(12th July) had a special message on u» 

^Hatorelly, the artiefe condudei with 

rhe “keep off” warning Copyright 1 ?5o 
bv Chicago Dotty jV<ku Foreign Service. 
World rights reserved. Reproduction m 
vhoU or fart anlurdl, 

rhtnk (i»id he unctowinangly, that (he 
Standard intend! this notice to precede 
J “"i^iticism. We rather fancy that if 

to 'rfiSS! l?F"‘*om 10 M»v, 

!b tta W in «W<* F'“ l S,r,t ' 


iwo or three generations hack 
Anarchists acted, and published an article 
or two calling for some of the 
crowned heads of Europe w be blown up, 
the Evening Standard would want to say 
a few words on the subject, even if J , 
claimed to be copyright, reserved and 
forbidden. As we are rather concerned 
with human life even if it is not blue- 
blooded, we take the same liberty. 

* 

The article ran:— 

“Perhaps more important than ony 
of these factors is that the horth 
Korcarn ore spilling to die and tfur 

boys are not . . - 

“Wish a few notable exceptions our 
men have little taste for MoU 

of them axptaed the goo/ts re ran. 
Ini lead, we have been doing t he run¬ 
ning. 

f, The present situation tt'l u be cor¬ 
rected m soon the full weight of 
American might can he brought agonist 
the enemy— provided the Lrl f are 
Kilting to face the sod hut inescapable 
fact that in WOT men must fight and 

Can't you hear th< ivpewnten.being 
creased tn go into action —can t yim se 
fhe lournaLisis thinting io fight to the last 
■J* ’ °Z\ jnk? The GVi most get used 
idea that life is notbirtg much l» 
and our tame correspondent sounds 

1 if h's far feu red than ,nc*apabfe. 

BS ,!-,»,*[ men must die may be all 

Th ' 2 f u ** >< ‘ r K 

vc( Xt Ldl hatsuened to meet the chair- 
a GI S propounded the theory, 

t> or " c ii|c? throwing concrete. The 

USSS &&- — hornc a b,t 

too much. 


Of course, it is a pity that human life 
counts for so much with us. "Life in the 
Orient is cheaper than in the West, 
claims our copyright, reserved and for¬ 
bidden hero. At least, for the warlords 
of China, but not for the losers of the 
lives, themselves. The truth -s that to 
the ordinary citizen of Korea, China or 
Japan, whether under/eudihsm^caRite^ 
j srt i r bolshevism or fascism. h« o*n life i* 
the one that counts. He has »■ 

g-e&rz'i^yg 

to .her, ™ 6sht lor? Who. h,.c th.y 
to offer him? AnJ win nol *"? ““'“g."' 
Cl think the tome (twt ” h 
soldier;—is this cause worth my tmaj 
Perhaps nem year ihmgs will be cha g 
* 

A few years back we were called on 
so go out and lighl and tm ! our bl^Kl 
in order that Russia might 
Rememher Stalingrad? U «* had died 
that Russia might not be subjugated b> 
riiilerism w-e could nut very welt die 
second time so (hut Russia might not 
Sle Korea. U would be very easy 
™ we bad a cai'i nine lives, or were 
reincarnated on the Eastern pbm—one 
could cheerfully give one's blond 10 every 
alt of the Press. But working on the 
assumption we only have one itci 
prefer to escape from what Ekct S 
triay consider "ineieapabte . I know t 
survived last time, 

’■Wot, no white feathers?" 

IfilEWJAnDNALtST. 


THE ( l,\,VS STBI MU.E 

Is it Ite-Emeryinti ? 

T HE recent wave of industrial unrest among miners, railwayman, meat 
market and transport workers leads us to wonder if the class .struggle, 
dormant for so long in this country, is soon to burst into life again. 


The strongest factor likely to send 
it back into hibernation is the 
iminence of another World War. 
The classic method for a ruling class 
to side-track revolutionary tendencies 
is to become embroiled in a war, 
which provides scapegoats, objects of 
hate and blame and strong reason 
for patriotic propaganda and appeals 
for national unity and extra effort. 
We all know' that stuff only too well. 

Labour Party Attitude— 
Now 

But an interesting' point about the 
class struggle to-day is the view which 
the Labour Party now put forward on 
this question. The class struggle, they 
maintain, no longer exists- If is all old 
stuff, part of the struggle against 
capitaEiscn; now that we are building 
Socialism, the workers no longer need to 
struggle Against the ruling-class. 

This is the old, old argument put forward 
by the erstwhile reformist or revolutionary 
party which has now gained power. The 
class struggle, after all, is only advocated 
by the underdog — the one who feels the 
oppression of class division, The ruling- 
class itself always deprecates the struggle; 
it is quite satisfied with the way things 
are — why should anybody wish to change 
them? It is rather laughable now' to see 
Tory newspapers accuse the Labour 
Party of stirring up bitterness between 
the classes, for obviously, however much 
Labourites may have used the class 
struggle in the past, now that they are 
the rulers, the less said about it the 
better for them. 

Inevitably, a reformist or revolutionary 
party becomes reactionary in power. So 
lh ’ 'class struggle has to go on, against 
the new rulers instead of the old. 


Transition to What ? 

The transition period in which we are 
living to-day is not the one envisaged by 
Socialists of the change-over from 
capitalism to socialism, but the change- 
over from free capitalism to state capital¬ 
ism—and under the Labour Party it is 
no’t going to be a very complete change 
anyway, since they deny intention to 
nationalise more than about 20", of the 
nation’s industry. They will be content 
with a hybrid society in which basic 
industries and social services are run by 
the State and free enterprise runs the 
rest. So on yet another count the class 
struggle has to go on. 

In Lhe course of their political develop¬ 
ment, the Labour Party and the Trades 
Unions have become authoritarian and 
completely divorced from the cause of the 
workers’ emancipation. They arc now 
the defenders of the statui nuo — t hc on e 
running the political set-up, the other 
maintaining industrial discipline- And. 
during this period of change, they have 
monaged to cloud over the real issues and 
to gull the majority of workers into 
acceptance of wage-freestr, no embarrass- 
ment-for-tfjw'-Government and so forth. 
But now the honeymoon is ending and 
the workers are beginning to fidget under 
the obvious shortcomings of nationaliaa- 
tiqn, the pressure of the rising cost of 
living and the threat of another war. 
And the realisation that things have 
changed but arc still the same. 

We still have the possessors and the 
dispossessed, the privileged and the 
under privileged, rulers and ruled. We 
still have a class-divided society, and m 
we still need the class struggle. If present 
straws in the wind foretell its revival, and 
the workers’ energies are not allowed! to 
be used by the Stalinists* we may see the 
experience of the last twenty yearn 
benefited from and an industrial move¬ 
ment develop in which syndicalist ideas 
find their expression in the day-to-day 
struggle. 

P.S, 


London Anar this t Croup 

HAG SUMMER SCHOOL, 1950 
to bu held at the 
TRADE UNION CLUB 
Great Newport Street, London, W.C-2 
[ Near Leicester Square Station) 

on August 5 th, 6 fh and 7th 


John Hewetsem 


PROGRAMME : 

Saturday, 5ih August 

2 _ 4 .30 p.m. Concepts of Anarchism. 

5—6 p.m. Tea. t , 

^ _tj p,m. ** Industry, Agriculture and the Commune,” 

Sam Kano raff 

Sunday? 6th August 

10.3(L—1 p-m, “ Delinquency, Alex Comfort 

1 p*m. Lunch. 

Afternoon Open. Air Meeting ut Hyde Park. 

Evening Sound- 

Monday, 7tJi August 

* “ Anarchism and Resistance to War/* 

Jimmy Raeside 

fThia krtvrc it subject to curttirmalion | 

Lunch* 

“ Anarchism and the World Picture.” 

Albert Meftzer 

CJiurritiiin t Philip Satacm 
These lectures are open to all 

Churtfc for individual lectures, 2/- Social on Sunday evening, 2/- 


10*30—1 p,m. 

I p.m, 

2,30—5 p.m* 























The Congress of 


- „ aS to tall matter B ™ sts 

T^J i^lJectuaJ* t° Tc^mrm thefr 
1 ^JJliun] freedom, that Jove of 
!**& 1 thc ,j r solidarity «nli H™* . of 
I*** v *w now restricted in totatamsm 
h(s was tJiat something 
ach f eve d towards upholding 
idcli in ^ce of increasing threats, 
these Bcrliti, was chosen because of 

The TMl .' ^ a ^ ue s hundred miles behind 
H u Curtain, and perhaps 10 offer 

^^Urtgemcm to the local cold war 

t-JcOEHS- _ -__—_ 

Slone put it- L We have come to 

conscious of our responsibilities vou suc k erSj sE ill shake in your boots 
?V^ the increased authnnty and efficacy when hcar thc wor d freedom’." 
and ® LM - r rrtm our union to the J 


Freedom 


On June 26*30 a Congress for Cultural Freedom was held in 
(he Western Zone of Berlin. Among the speakers were Ignazio 
Si lone, Arthur Kotsfler* Herbert Rend, Andre Philip, Jules 
Romnnis* Sidney Hook, and James (Managerial Revolution J 
Burnham, Here is an account of the Congress by Freedom's 
special correspondent- 


- jeHve from our union to the 

|haC freedom, which wc mean to 
cause ot . _ L . ,u. ^ 


2JSSel Ind which is the raison fitre of 
d art This congress responds to an 
? U LJln U s and urgent inner need of many 
*SS consult our friends from other 
•!><«* «*“ is 10 be dot,c • • •” 
ci the beginning, however, it was 
that the participants had varying 
*i£ „ to the meaning of a congress for 
jSurai freedom. Some had come for a 
SJT cBrtnimtion of the specified sub- 
EL imagined that the ’ cold war 

*■? first to be won before such mde- 
5Z? discussions had any validity. 
Oshert thought (hat their own private 
(Jjrtjsjc.n* f )r in ierest5 were necessary 
as anything rise. 


^ This confused setting two events 
served to give the Congress a sense of 
mgency and direction. First, the out¬ 
sat of fighting in Korea and the possi¬ 
bility of Berlin itself being involved. The 
jeojnd event was the formation of a 
PTessufe group, imagining themselves to 
be the only “realists” present, who con¬ 
sidered that the purpose of the Congress 
must be a rhetorical challenge to Com¬ 
munism. Only in this way could cultural 
freedom be defended. TTiis group was 
led by Koestler, Burnham and Hook, and 
supported by the organizers. They were 
successful 10 the extent that not one of 
The discussions ever reached an objective 
ytudy of the particular subject. 


With this as an example, it was to be 
expected that James Burnham would con¬ 
sider the following as valid material for 
a congress of cultural freedom: “I am 
not, under any and all circumstances, 
against atomic bombs, I am against those 
bombs now stored or to be stored later 
in Siberia or the Caucasus, which are 
designed for the destruction of Paris, 
London, Rome, . . . But I am—-yesterday 
and (o-day at any rate —for those bombs 
made in Los Alamos, Hanford and Oak 
Ridge . . .” And, on pacifism, to say, 
"The primary social consequence of the 
spread of pacifist sentiment within any 
given group—class, nation, etc.—is to 
weaken the will and relative ability of the 
group to survive. . . . Pacifism marks a 
decline in the group’s self-confidence, and 
in its willingness to use means which arc 
required in order to maintain its com¬ 
petitive position. Within any group, 
therefore, pacifism must lead to a relative 
weakening.” 


Their attitude wa; stated by Kocstler 
at the opening session. The words used 
were the very contrary to those needed 
to encourage a free discussion. He said: 
’’Imbued with the mental habit of the 
nather-nor attitude, of looking for com- 
prwwsc or synthesis—a profoundly 
human altitude of essential value in its 
proper field—they arc incapable of admit¬ 
ting even io themselves that there are 
situations in which an unambiguous 
dronon is vital for spiritual and physical 
survival. Faced with destiny’s challenge, 
they act like clever imbeciles and preach 
neutrality towards the bubonic plague." 

Over the Berlm radio, Kocstler ex¬ 
claimed to bos old friend of the Le Vernci 
coitentraiion camp, Gerhart Easier; 
“What you ate saying about our Congress 
shows that you and you r fellow comrades, 


Before turning to the speeches and 
opinions of more independent delegates, 
it is interesting ro follow further the 
arguments, of the Kocstler-Bumham pres¬ 
sure group. In their efforts to achieve 
unanimity among the delegates they 
attacked the whole democratic political 
terminology. They considered that 
Capitalism and Socialism, parties of the 
Left and of the Right, in democratic 
countries, signified unreal and petty 
differences which served only to conceal 
the basic unity of their whole outlook. 
In view of the urgency (“The hour of 
midnight is long past") it was dangerous 
to hold opinions that might divide and 
weaken. 


In Koestler’s words; “While the 
majority of Europeans is still hypnotised 
by the anachronistic battlccrics of Left 
and Right, Capitalism and Socialism, 
history has moved on ro a new alternative, 
a new eonHiec which cuts across the old 
lines of division. The real content of the 
conflict can be summed up in one phrase : 
total tyranny against relative freedom.” 


SEX EDUCATION 


jqursal of sex educa¬ 
tes, VoL 2* No. 6, Junc- 
Jtily, 1950. 2/-* 


T^Ir 5 , * l0r ’ a * of this issue discusses 
the Public Morality Council’s demand 
^punishment of men who patronise 
rLr*!}” 1 ** d£ * ire fb place on 

o_, ’ *fe W **i. 3StKrrnatl Ha ire, “our 

the Public Morality 'Council 
pwc which strives to im- 

a verv which are those of 

btrm fbHrie^y 34 3 10 

majorir* A aflJon of the vast 

— *> *> 

of wnt "K«n hi* discussion 

Law/ 1 dttnon^' m Future Penal 

sivd futility of - ?*. flb4urdi, > 

Tn » dent hIhFPV 1 ' 
linuet hk , hus,airi J-cagut con- 

Th.v it* tie problems, 

poverty U .™ freedom the 

ptfnfon p *nd Alex 

Wt 1 ’ Th*« - ,tc Union* and Free 

Wrnai, Vf Snw “ another *criet of i n - 
*■<1 Ihe emit w questk,ni 

c ™haiu book reviews 
W. 


Since most of the Rherorical Chal- 
lengerii were Americans it was natural 
that a little background colouring, illus¬ 
trating such “relative freedom”, should he 
introduced. George Schuyler, editorial 
writer for the leading Negro newspaper, 
the Pittsburgh Courier, proclaimed, 
. . the progressive improvement of 
intcr-racial relations in the United States 
is the most flattering of Che many ex¬ 
amples Of the superiority of the free 
American civilisation over the soul- 
shackling reactionism of totalitarian 
regimes. It is this capacity for change 
and adjustment inherenr in the system of 
individual initiative and decentralised 
authority to which must attribute the 
unprecedented economic, social and edu- 
cationti] progress of the Negroes of the 
United States. 


“The chattel slave system, or any 
slave system, is not inherent in Capitalism 
which for growth directly depends upon 
pleasing [he Consumer and increasing his 
purchasing power. Whatever m Haws, 
the history of Capitalism is one of con- 
stam mass improvement [hat everyone can 


And Sydney Hook to strew ihc point 
ol the relative unimportance of polltical 
differences, “From the point of view of 
the processes of freedom—there is no 
illumination in the u*e of labels like 
right", “left" and “centre”, . . , The 
Itmdsmental distinction of our lime must 
be drawn not in terms of programmes, 
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FREEDOM 

BOOKSHOP 


rrrf lit,,, xl 

IbmiIom , II .r. t 


ANARCHIST 

PAINTERS 


W E are reminded by two current ex- 
> ‘ 


hibi lions in London 15 of the work of 
the anarchist painters, Camille Pissarro 
and Jankel Adler. It would be difficult 
to find two painters differing more widely 
in their individual approach to their art- 
Pissarro’s calm and pleasant scenes of the 
countryside and of the open spaces of 
Paris bcly his revolutionary views in 
mher fields. These were expressed in his 
letters (o his son, Lucien, and also in his 
friendship with the anarchist Elisee 
Reclus. When the terrorist Va ill ant was 
sentenced to- death, Pissarro subscribed 
openly to the fund for the support of his 
child. Amongst others who demonstrated 
[heir solidarity in this way were Pissarro’s 
son, Lucicn (some of whose work is also 
currently shown in London)., and the 
pointillistc, Paul Signac. 

Adler, on the other hand, seems to 
have carried the revolution into his paint¬ 
ings. He has departed a long way from 
a purely representational art, and yet his 
works retain [he warm and sympathetic 
qualities which we know him to have 
possessed also as a man. His early 
working years were spent in Diisseldorf, 
where he was closely associated with his 
friend Erich Muhsam^ the German 
anarchist poet and revolutionary. With 
Hitler’s accession to power he left Ger¬ 
many, finally settling in Britain in 1940. 
For a painter with a great European 
reputation he has received surprisingly 
little recognition in this country, although 
he exerted a profound effect upon the 
younger painters until his death last year. 
The pictures in this exhibition are not 
representative of his best work, with one 
or l wo exceptions* bul we welcome one 
of the rare opportunities to see his 
painting. 


* CiinuiU Finamf —Mtmhiesen Gallery. 
Piclvrex by Junket Adler in 
Summer Exhibition of the Red fern 
Gallery. 


CENSORSHIP IN NAVAL 
LHSRAIUES 


UOOKS for she libraries of ships in 
,hc Rqjf 1 Navy arc selected by the 

I 11 Pi-.* F , ;r ail • lii-ill.rw. ...L ■ . 


; "y &L--4CCICO Dy me 

Director of Victualling—-who j n acquiring 
a discriminating caste for rum and ships’ 
biscuits* apparently also develops a very 
discriminating caste in literature. He 
knows what is healthy fare for Lhe men. 

Apparently unhealthy is James Hanley’s 
If Offer Song, a novel of a sea-going 
laimly. When the publi&hcris {Felix 
House) sent a proof to the Di reel or of 

V Id LIU 111 hlif ■ I i i ■ i ■ r .-J jil ■ r^ .-I 


.'““J M proof lo iric Oirecror 01 

Victualling, they received a reply ihuc 
lhe book win “noL considered suitable". 


nm lieu coMHiuereu suitable '. 
Iwhen a question was uskt’d j n the 

r-iimmun, UK lo u-fiy Li was rejected, ihc 

excuse I hat it w n* too expensive_ 

at I2t, (id. 

We wonder whether Wimion Churdifir* 
nook* on lhe Second World War have 
been reiccicd by rhe DiPtc'lor of Viciuai- 
linui' T’hey cosi IX-.. a volun,' 


aims in the f ac ^. a pot tTma i t hr tat 
a common capitalist manoeuvre. 

Al integrals during the Congress for 
Cultural Freedom, when the rhetorical 
challenge to Communism was interrupted* 
it was possible for independently-minded 
speakers to examine objectively their own 
particular subjects. The ‘'nimble-wined 
navigators in no-man’s land", to quote 
Kocstler, were able to bring a genuine 
spirit of enquiry and opinion to the 
proceedings/' 


about which we may legitimately differ* 
but in terms of whether derisions are 
coerced or uncoerced, not in terms of a 
free market in goods or a closed market 
but only in terms of a free market of 
ideas.” 


It would have been interesting had this 
debunking of political labels continued to 
its logical conclusion of exposing the 
function and purpose of all political 
parties. Nor djd anyone point out* 
accepting the idea of democratic govern¬ 
ment* that the result would be a one- 
party monopoly, which was jusi what they 
were so critical of in Russia. Alas, it 
was more important to achieve a physical 
unity against Communism than to in¬ 
vestigate thoroughly ones own faujtty 
system. 

Opposition did come from two well- 
known European Socialists* Haakon Lie 
and Andre Philip* conscious of the situa¬ 
tion in which they were now placed, 
Philip declared; "I am not afraid of the 
atom bomb, nor of the hydrogen bomb* 
but of the misery-bomb of unhappiness 
of [he working man.” He went on to 
ask for an immediate political and 
economic unifies lion of Europe, as a 
distinct entity from cither Russia or 
America. 


Perhaps be was recalling that war 
scares can often serve many purposes 
quite unconnected with war. The idea 
of sacrificing all ones legitimate social 


A. j- Ayer gave a lurid definition of 
freedom based on J. S. Mill’s Essay 
Liberty. “If all mankind minus one were 
of one opinion, and only one person were 
of the contrary opinion, mankind would 
be no more justified in silencing lhat one 
person than he* if he had the power, 
would be justified in silencing mankind.” 
Turning to [he very real problem of allow ¬ 
ing complete freedom to groups and 
doctrines w’hich did not tolerate nr advo¬ 
cate a simitar freedom. Ayer said, ”Thi$ 
is a familiar question* which it is 
notoriously difficult io answer My own 
inclination is to say that no restraint 
should be put on the advocacy of such 
doctrines, and it is only an attempt at 
[heir forcible imposition that should be 
forcibly resisted. But the diffkuliv wiih 
this is that advocacy passes into force: 
it is not always possible to draw a definite 
line between them. There arc occasions 
when even the threat of force* ihe in¬ 
citement to violence, to employ a legal 
term* may fairly be held to pass the 
bounds of advocacy. Moreover, there is 
a danger rhat if resistance waits upon 
an actual show of force, it will come too 
late to be effective. It is a fate of honest 
liberals to be condemned, or rather to 
condemn ihemselves,to what Thorslcin 
Vcblen, in another context called “a ter¬ 
rain amiable inefficiency when confronted 
with force or fraud". But once we allow 
exceptions to the principles of tolerance, 
we incur a considerable danger. The 
price paid for efficiency may also be too 
high. All this is excessively familiar; but 
[he problem which it expresses is genuine 
enough. Nor do I Ehink there is any 
hope in solving it in general terms. We 
have to make a separate derision in each 
particular case, erring* I hope* rather on 
the side of inefficiency than intolerance." 

Another of ‘the delegates to offer a 
refreshing statement of idealism w^as 
Herman Broeh. The intellectual, he 
claimed* was always a Utopian, always 
a lover of knowledge and humanism, and 
not interested in the material acquisitive¬ 
ness of the average citizen, Broch went 
on to define real and unreal Utopias. To 
demand cash payments from an insolvent 
man was to be the victim of an unreal 
Utopia. Real and practical Utopias* 
however, are rooted in facts, “We must 
take it for granted that any ol our claims 
for hu manna nanism, modest though it 
may be, will batter gaps in the present 
system of inhumanity , . . and we 
must therefore reckon with [he stiffest 
resistance.” 


He continued with an attack on the 
death penalty and called for the abolition 
of the ghastly number of gallows which 
were bring erected all over the world. 
If this were not possible, because of the 
widespread ignorance and prejudice* then 
the U.N, should set up a permanent 
Senate for Amnesties, accommodating the 
reprieved in neutral institutions of its 
owtl. As Broch illustrated, particularly 
concerning trials of high treason* 
espionage and sedition* the State was at 
the same time prosecutor and judge in 
its own case. 


Of positive action* he said, ”We are 
obliged to. resume our revolutionary 
legacy—the ami-institutional and anti- 
political policy of humanism of ihc in¬ 
tellectual workers, and to renew it. We 
have to pursue our practical and real 
Utopia* directing our attack against 
State sovereignties.” 


Another speaker lo sec further than the 
“cold war” was Herbert Read. In a 
paper on “The Artist and his Com¬ 
munity,” he condemned both lhe authori- 


:arian and the democratic treatment of d* 
artist. After defining art* in its mmo* 
nature* as biological, he stated ihjt ltl 
vitality depended on its freedom to con, 
tribute to the evolutionary processes 0 f 
life tiself* As such it implied rtipen. 
sibility und integration And, as $ U {^ 
it contributed to the creation of a culture* 
which was the spontaneous expression of 
an integrated community, A culiure wi| 
not the isolated achievements o( a 
individuals, a Picasso* a Braque, and n t 
on. Nowhere m the wot Id io-dav Vai 
there a culture arising from a ir^vd 
integrated society, in the past, 0n ]h i 
rare occasions when such integtnl co _ 
munities existed, it was 
they wore never large. The -micgijtf 1 ** 
the craftsman was always 
he had a functional position wuhinl 
body of the communuv. As Herb 
Read declared, of those small ]3 
murines, “They did not patroq^^H 
artists—they were rot even *nnscioujJ 
artists as a separate and peculiar dl 
man. They were enfv censdjH 
bving community* its m-cmbJB dl| 
tuned according to ihar indivj^H 
and all contributing to the 
glory.” 

The Congress conclude <iu 
• 11 L •••'. / 'I lU : r i kquM 

discussions and the posfl^H 
having been unduly rushed | 
by the Koestler-BuxuhaiU 
group, it managed to' 
positive results. One was the| 
of a working committee flfT 
would organise two further 
the near future. They wau ^L 
vcsTigate conditions behind the Iro] 
lain, particularly as it nffeciel^^ 
intellectuals. It would make ag 
forced labour and concent railing 
the Eastern States with a vicwl 
during documents of vital 
would examine the possibility olj 
lishing an international unfl^^ 
refugees from the East. And* as 
proof of their desire to help, ihcJ 
would present parts of i heir j 
libraries to the students of 
University of Western Berlin Tin 
also contribute towards lhe exd 
the printing and distribution of | 
speeches of the week. 

And, of course, they issucd fl 

Chari. us. Bt-M 
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DELPHIC RE1 


'T'HE second issue of 
1 Review, which courageouhi 
now at a time when literary! 
are dying right and left* should i _ 
many of our readers, although 
lacks that well-knit, cohesive* 

Which distinguished Now. 

There is a bitter, slightly hfl 
chronicle of disillusionment in Isr* 
Samuel SuLiman; two exceptional^ 
la ted extracts from The Man 
Proper ties by the later Robert JVStisil^ 
a study by C, E. M. Kay of ihe Efl 
writer Albert Cos scry. George Wqq 3 
writing from Canada* gives his Jfeffecjj 
on a Colonial Culture; Tom F'arrelhj 
cribcs the language diAcuities of ] 
’’inielkctual", and Ser Krai takes , 
out of the Archbishop of York. Ifl 
arc also book reviews, and pocmM 
Dadiinc Rainer* Eithne Wilkins*^ 
Alex Comfort. 

In his edliroriai, Albert McCarthJ 
discussing (like everybody else) 
FrobJem of To-day, $ay 5: 

“Even the more enlightened i 
movements, and this includes many uJ 
an anarchist nature, seem to riniarrt| 
embedded in the past- Af |jrL ^ , *f 
papers urging mass revolution have R'SI 
contact with the contemporary Mi-uanaS 
and too many individual anarchists «■ 
nineteenth century n*n*nh« wM 
refuse to accept the accomplished UH 
of the present.” 

Perhaps he will give examples? 


DELPHIC REVIEW* An 

^ Nc 


L‘hi st it Quarterly. 
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SPECIAL 


OFFER TO OUR READERS FOR 
ONE MONTH ONLY 


THERE IS STILL TIME TO TAKE ADVANTAGE 
OF THE OFFER I'LJBLISHED IN THE LAST 
ISSUE Ol' FREEDOM FOR 
Almost complete files of War Commentary ond 
Freedom, covering the years 1940-1949 inclusive 


• 'LUHIDI, VlJlUJIIi, IRC . * * h ,£ f /If 

(nbout 200 issues) for u nominal, charge of I0/;; 
postage 2/6 extra. ( L-SJV- S3 .nelucfni^ pos(an¬ 
other countries IS/- " ldudln ^ 


r r . . readers only and will not appf- v 

“Vt SSST bu ’ 

r/extrnded lo August 31*1 tor readers abroad. 
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eon never be repeated. 
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IMPRESSIONS OF GERMANY-2 

IT* IS ilHfU^rcaKliA .1 


I T J* “apoiilble to go through the 
1 P^'Cnees of Germany in the last 
P™f and t&cape unscathed. The 
J Qrld War ^ruck Germany equally 
Wl “l F / a "« and Engird, hut the bitlcr- 
? f tb ^ tragedy with which Germany 
I £» »“? faced is of a nature which 
|^nd especially) quite incom- 
BPChenstblc. The afiertnaih of war in a 
defeated country led not merely to occu¬ 


pation and a defeated revolution ; there 
followed the boundary changes which 
altered the lives of thousands., whose 

nationalities changed perhaps three or four | ... 

times in a lifetime .although they never houses, employment and neutrality *(hut 
moved until the 1945 upheaval; the years the latter has to be toned down to suit 

of utter stagnation in the unemployment the occupation authqrities^wjthout on- 


programmes ntay be compressed into the 
same, and that is frying m ou ^ how 
far they can go with concessions to the 
popular mood—which really demands 


1 ENSL MUHSAM 


Lisiternaiional Anarchist movement 
is. for some years been, concerned 
.the fate of Zensl Muhsam, and an 
jmon fur her release has gone on con- 
“ Uy. i Ztnsl was the companion of 
yVfphsain, the well-known German 
list who was a victim of Hitlerism, 
ppch : M-uhsam ww taken into con- 
|Oinp, Zensl escaped from 
and was given sanctuary in 
he was promised that an edition 
orks would be published there, 
Ipuadcd to go by several such 
JR arrival, little has been heard 
Htccpt that she has been under 
^Hfedeviaiionist". In I'S 3 6 , a 
Hpcetvtd from her by the late 
(oldrf^in— ii stated that she was 

TPwas all typewritten—’including 


k She 


r of 


Report appearing in the German 
Women (the weekly organ 
of concentration camp 
of the Nazi regime) will there¬ 
of binteresi. This comes from S 
of ihe '"Hcimatlosen Lmken”, 
_ lor three years from 193& to 
prisoner in Soviet custody on 
grounds and then in a German 
reports that he met Zens! 

He states thaL she was bad 
living in miserable conditions 
room, whose furniture con- 
feed, tabic and chair. Frau 
ha^ not changed m her appre- 
5 f the truth. The Soviet 
If know that she will certainly 
Conditions in Russia when she 
tf^again, and so they will never 
■ At present,, she is believed to 


crisis, of which we Also had a taste; 
and then the overwhelming calamity of 
Nazism, which struck out at its op¬ 
ponents, introduced racist laws, and while 
it was able (owing to the new confidence 
of capitalist countries in a "revived” 
Germany) to eliminate unemployment 
and introduce many public works, finished 
inevitably in a second war. The war hit 
Germany with a force one has hardly 
realised. Night after night and day 
after day came the bombing raids, so that 
the housewives suffered more in the war 
than the front-line troops. Then the 
incredible years of "attrition” as the 
blood was sucked out of the two largest 
European nations in the Russian front. 
Finally, years of prisoner-of-war captivity 
(which is by no means finished so far 
as the "Communist” victors are con¬ 
cerned). and occupation that brings the 
calendar back to 1918, with the certain 
prospect uf a third war. 

Who can in such circumstances expect 
normality? The barbed wire is in the 
background all the lime. After all, there 
are few men in Germany who have never 
been prisoners. Hitler struck out at his 
active and formerly active opponents, and 
there arc thousands who have served four 
to ten years in the "K.Z,” (concentration 
camp)* some of whom have never reallv 
yet recovered—who perhaps are still 
unable to lie at case in a bed, or to 
appreciate the need for any furniture in 
the hnusc, And of the thousands whn 
have served their term in the Russian 
P.o.W, camps, down the mines in Poland, 
or elsewhere behind the Iron Curtain, 
there are many who have lost every 
incentive far life- 


led in Ivanovo." 


icouen 

THE 
>13 ESS 


TORY 

& the Home Secretary, said he 
national registration cards 
) tempurarv. The national 
i the identity card were quite 
He English way of life. Any- 
ldi suggested thaL the Committee 
Bouse thought that Lhc National 
■ion Act should be a permanent 
bur legislation was to be deeply 


The Times, 2 S/ 6 / 50 . 


us that eleven years agul 

OF PEACE 


k-duty ocean liner, built for 
_ luxury cruises or war-time 
ftvr bunched yesterday, and 
Tktm Alben W, Barkley said the 
^Stei would need fifty more ships 
Wt bigger to be ready for war, 
: 2 fl<J pavcrigtn will I><JI oil Iv.f' 
can be convened on a few hours' 
IP bit lie iutiurn bristling with 
Ejaourii*. The iroup.carrying capacity 

ft* -.Mi" " jU ‘ 

f York Herat d Tribune, 29 / 6 /SO. 


*ndship for 

r OM ? 


UM 

Icoiush ioi L ritI f dfch,p with 

In h PtvP* *■ f * l ,imrd 

mJllPK >n Glasgow yesterday, 
£ Sul Gen- Sir Waiur MunMi- 
h w m dr M i rich naval *n«te 

' qolniah &***»? m London, 

R 2£S£" of nlu ™' 

the vfilypaph, B/ 7 /S 0 . 


b n w this wiU benefit 

j id see nuvv 
thh people- 


conipdlaary in 
-hi me of f ftJ * lun . lrt Seri d"** 
3 schooli o' 

>•"«'* ssSJSSi >»« ,n 


Thnti 


In Ponufal lhc school w» l,s J 

“rocilis wiih lhc prcsidcm on «"« 
grid Salazar on the othe . 
c hildfcn call it 'Christ hung bciwten 

l«IC. - jL . 


Police Polities 

After the years of abnormal Gestapo 
conditions, followed by a political wiLch- 
hunt which ar least scared the minor 
so-called Nails — that it is to £Ay, the 
professional politicians and civil service 
class, who were Nazi for what they canid 
get out af it—it is natural that political 
life mainly consists of looking over one's 
shoulder and trying to find out what way 
the wind is blowing. Any idea of a 
social dynamic is impossible to find. The 
Communists are the objects of attack by 
the capitalist class not because they are 
revolutionaries (a phase which ceased 
twenty-five years ago) bur because they 
represent a rival imperialism; while in the 
East Zone [hey comprise just the same 
type of Stick-in-the-mud carpet-baggers 
[hai carry off the jobs in the Western 
Zone in the name of capitalist democracy. 
The panics have all varying programmes 
and policies, and a bewildering mass of 
initials confronts the observer at election 
times, where perhaps sixteen panics may 
be standing, hut by and large all their 


pleasant consequences. 

From conversation, with several Social- 
Democrats, it has dawned on me how the 
Labour Party at home have such an ad¬ 
vantage over all attempts to set up 
parties as near as can be, which is being 
tried all over Europe (as well as Asia), 
The programme of the Labour Party 
really sounds incomprehensible to a Ger¬ 
man when concrete proposals are put to 
him. Take the bullabalo about national¬ 
isation of ihe railways. How can a 
German worker understand the arguments 
put forward in the British Press—for 
"socialism” or more often against 
"socialism” when socialism is equated 
with nationalisation of the rail ways ? 
At that rate they have already had 
socialism for sixty years. The reformism 
of the Labour Party represents in many 
cases accepted practice on the Camincnt- 
Nobody can understand that rationing, 
price control, and other forms of stabilis¬ 
ing capitalist economy in a crisis have 
anything to do with socialism. And 
also, of course, the non-political labour 
movement that supports the Labour Party 
is something not achieved by Continental 
Socialists. There are Christian trade 
unions as well as Socialist, and sometimes 
Communist, Protestant and independent 
unions also. Thus Social-Democracy 
is not thought of as exclusively the 
workers' party, as it is in industrial 
England. 

The police having no longer the ab¬ 
normal Gestapo powers, but heing com¬ 
pelled to follow legal channels, it follows 
that they have to act more on British 
lines. That is to say, they cannot any 
more arrest a man and throw him into 
Fall without charge. They must go round 
about and harass and worry, working up 
In a prosecution. We saw the sort of 
thing in England when the crescendo of 
petty actions—tapping telephones, hunt¬ 
ing through soldiers’ kit-bags in camps at 
home and abroad, raids., led up to the 
trial of the editors of Freedom and other 


arrests, 

In Hamburg, our comrade Carl Langer 


EVEN CHANCES 


npHERE is good news for all prospective 
atom-bomb victims, W, Stuart 
Symington, chairman of ihe National 
Resources Security Board, said in Detroit 
Lhat casualties could be reduced in an 
atom-bombed city by 50 per cent, with 
well-planned civil defence. 

Since the biggcsL and best bombs can 
now (it is claimed) wipe out 1/100,OM 
people, it is great oMsolstian to know 
tht it may he only 500,000. But what 
if tbe swines drop two bombs? 


carries _ on an active propaganda for 
Anarchism under exceptional difficulties. 
He is, of course, hated as one of the 
"bandits” who have survived the "K..Z." 
and has bcci subjected to a long scries 
of actions. Some of (he raids and 
counter-demonstrations by members of 
the '‘Federation of Free Socialists and 
Anti-Militarists" have already been re¬ 
ported in Freedom, Last year was also 
reported his death. This was an error — 
he was actually once again in prison— 
and it is abundantly clear how this error 
arose. He is under constant supervision 
at the secretary of the Federation, subject 
to continued arrests, as is also his wife 
and daughter, who was only a few weeks 
ago released after a fresh charge. 

Why should one bother to examine all 
the fresh charges that come and go against 
the secretary of the Federation—the plain 
fact is that ihey arc determined to stop 
him, but in spite of bis age and ihe 
effects of imprisonment he is carrying on 
and there are many others in Hamburg, 
veterans and young comrades, who are 
prepared to carry on, too. 

1 was Stopped by a possibly phoney 
agent who warned that they would 
recede a fresh charge of illegal assembly if 
1 spoke in Hamburg; this regardless of 
[he fact thaj the Federation has been 
after lung difficulties licensed by the 
occupation authorities. The edicts and 
decrees and prohibitions that flow from 
the top, whether foreign or native, arc 
there to check and inhibit, and then come 
ihe small fry who interpret laws in their 
own way, still regretting the old days 
when it was so easy to dispose of 
opponents by chalking on the door and 
waiting for the S S- to turn up. 

The Revolutionaries’ Task 

This in itself can and does effectively 
control public life so far as the careerists 
are concerned. Added to this is the 
fact that so many feel they have lost all 
worth having—their best years, their 
relatives and friends, their homes (even 
in the case of thousands of so-called 
refugees, their homelands which have 
been swallowed up by Fast European 
nationalism), all associations with the past, 
everything they had or did that made life 
slightly pjcasani — now they do not feel 
disposed to stir, they have forgotten how 
to defend and extend the libertif" lhat 
have been granted, ihcy have become used 
to orders from above and cannot see why 
one should get excited about petly in¬ 
fractions of liberty and human dignity 
when so far as they sec [he whole world 
has. collapsed and will very soon blow up 
altogether. This is understandable but it 
it an attitude too easy for the tyrants and 
one that must be fought, and that is what 
gives significance to the revolutionary 
groups chat have reappeared in Germany, 
for however small and weak they may he 
ai the moment they have at least the 
potentialities of the future, and for good 
or ill nobody else can sec beyond next 
week. A-M. 

(Fo be continued) 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


f»M/ the LUinitUttiun the 

is officially announced from 


I l IS OltiLmuy 

1 Prague that a second purge j ol ihe 
Communist Party will «>« P la “ ,hl j 

-q^nremher lit and criticism mean ™ TC 

year between - P . v enough denunciations? 

December 151 b, and that ne p y perhaps it was more than a coincidence 
at,ill he issued on New Hears , . d afl(1(L ^ announcement 


‘Many members who should have been 
expelled' in the purge, became candi¬ 
dates,” the paper said. 

Does "lack of courage” for open 
criticism” mean chat there were not 


December lyuij “ _ 
card* will be issued on New Years 
Day. In ihe last probationary penod 
from October itf, * 94 * to j^ty 
list, J949* ^e party got rid of 

fay/i 33 members, and m *i«S* 

was then given as 2 , 3 *^ 
of 1,788,383 members and 522,683 

candidates. 

(he Ceniml Committee in 
the purge Mate* "ihi* time, 
will b* much uricier end more thorough 
than last time. "We tbsff Mb c Ijtr 
KUietly i)ie relation* of every member amt 
candidate toward rhe parly.' 

It Kt uut that cadi member muri fhow 
■ how hr undent!an* the hiiionc imparl¬ 
ance Ihe hull ding oi Snoialum arid the 
tijehl Id world peace'' and wbdher in 

know* liow to fti ibv help 

CuriunUnltlft in l hew. laik 


II TTFBfl -- --- 

mar a few days after this announcement 
ihe Government published Lhc new law 
code, which has been in preparation since 
Octnher, 1948, in which various penalties 
are awarded for the now familiar crimes 
of High Treason and Sabotage. Anyone 
who, for instance, endangers fulfilment 


fj Hi he ia * riMmumruti 


,kr> five-year plan because he fails to 

rSJT"l 'ST.cRm.' i- , h c 

zgmm 

'leaving Otechrulovak temjoTV wUJh- 


biograpbical nOLe on the St&linisL& h latest 
victim who "for 50 years had devoted his 
life to ihe cause of truly international 
Socialism—this was his real crime—and 
who for the last 16 years* ever since his 
expulsion from the Communist Party in 
1 ^34, had opposed the formidable appara¬ 
tus of Stalinism and Soviet expansionism. 
In 193 s ?, Kakndra refused to escape from 
Czechoslovakia because be foresaw what 
would happen xo bis country if, follow¬ 
ing an Allied victory, the field were left 
deal to Ihe Communists. He was arrested 
hv the Gestapo and barely survived the 
Concentration camp. In I 94 S. Kakndffl 
again refused to escape abroad, although 
tali flight had been prepared by Ins 
friend, lot May, IMS •Wh,. would 
happen Lu our country„ he said, if ad 
Lt-i Socialists fled abroad?" Again he 
was arrested; hut lMk lime his fort M 
nat lei him off with a lew years deten¬ 
tion: they hanged him. 


for "leaving U from 

,,ut permission (he puitlihff-m it 
. . 1 n 1 i,ii konnic nt, 


ih compl*i> l ‘ d ‘^ l ‘|d ot o'«. jjj 

o more ibB n 8 ., amc w* 

, , hc .mouw « «* ‘Xion. I* 
»d ^ cen .mpossible U* hl * 
d 1 hai if"'' “JPJJ t om verity 
ECt a scholarship (o . from 

5 perw" 1 ' '«°™r^,ypL 

'/Arid W* "W " ,yp 


Each member also, l« »W. 
demonstrate ‘’how he refute* ImtHTCL 
opinions and prejudice* "fid fight * #K ar J* 
the imemional ipreadlfig of l,Cfc lUe 
enemies of the republic and P*^; ... 

Discussing tin P*”‘ r 

Madime Marie Svcrmiwa, ^hiH party 

SWSrJS* AA .L C.. 0 .. 1 .K. 
•%; S.ra i“ a ** n ‘X B L ;!v 

iT(,ir to whn 1 hr can «m ihe P«'>; 

cot<i Xn.ub hv i» n® 1 totw *' y fL - 

even between honest JwJe 

fh"« d f^Teducatcd u. be Ccatornum■ 
y,hO lh}SJC who are harmful to ihe 

und 0K,lf 

pi riK ^ riy Tbv' fwlh- 

the S ifPi f, ^ £ ncccaitn; ' h * 
touting F uri£ nf member*bip la k]t ' d L ; 

‘ verifiauon^ N ™ courage l*»r ^ 

ciiuif ot 


one 


Meanwhile 
Harlier (hit 


ermissiuri j--- 

1 nve vrare' Imprisonnwrii. 

■ ■ - the political irlab l,n 

month 11 tms officiifly an* 

Flounced in Prague 

people, three l.I ihein women, Iju 
sentenerd to term* of -nd 

, ni irum life lo une yemt juf ^Ving an 
urui-CoinmuniM acilvtliei . ^ 

q-hrre of tbe defendanis weie . ^mbjrs 

former t:zech SociilUl P Br[ r 


Tbe French Anarchist r fr* 
Uheelaire. adds its protcsL lo ^ o ibe 
"arimps < |J Imernmionii! Co-ordinaSion , 
■ itij Hi HO publishes a HWirmem by tfw 
Maiiotstil flommJttec ol ihe French 

Anarch is! Federal ion in support sirWC 
"Anarchist* have always opposed pobuuil 
I hey oppose all tola blur mn 


inelhodn , 1 


uf ihe 


(Dr. Hones’* 


4 case that has anouacd strung icri- 
A ^uongsi French SmcUeciuali, 

T a ... hr.'i) .1 In ms i 


b ut l^e been almost 

eomplctcly ignored ID tbLS coumry. is lhat 
of livli Kulaudra, (h^ ,urr . fllli | 

and historian, who wsi 1 , found 


writer anu ruiuJnam ™ ~ . 

guilty of NabuLaB* and *pymg and hanged 


day after tSc receipt by Frchidvnt 
Gmtwuld of a proiesi Lelegram /y 
well-known French intellectuals. Including 
Andre Breton, Albert Camus, Sartre and 
Duhamcl. A correspondent m ihe .\nr 
.matt anti Nation gives the following 


St 


JT is nnc of the tragic Kigtia of our 
1 time* iltui human indignation at 
ihe injustices being per pel rated every 
day, cither in the name of democracy 
nr in ihe name of socialism, has \mi 
its, face. The inteUcctuuls music 
accept their resjxmJiibilily for this. 
So many ot them have allowed them¬ 
selves 10 he UM.’d by the rival pci Lineal 
laction* in the presen 1 cold war that 
their proltsts are suspect and no 
loiiier carry the moral force which in 
ihe pa&l not even the worst tryrant 
could ipoifsw^ 

Libertarian, 


POLITICS IN 
AUSTRALIA 


(From our Correspondent) 

Melbourne. 


political situation here h ih 3 
state of suspension, like the 
Federal Parliament, which has ad¬ 
journed, probably for three months. 
Menzies, having failed to ger his 
legislation, particularly the Anti¬ 
communist Bill through the Senate, 
is openly threatening double dissolu¬ 
tion, and the Labour Party does not 
appear to be averse to this, Menziea 
thinks he cap win on the 
Communist issue and the Labour 
Farty thinks it can on the anti¬ 
fascist issue. I think, however, the 
odds favour Menzies, for the reason 
that he will link anti- Communism 
with the defence of Australia, 
with Imperialistic fi patriotism”, with 
religion and with and-Russian and 
anti-Asiatic feeling. 

The Labour Party is opposing the 
Anti-Communist Bill, not out of love 
of the Communists—labourites are 
well aware that they arc only stooges 
of Stalin, and utterly unscrupulous 
and rreachcTous—hut because Labour 
fears that it will be the next one to 
be a victim. The Menzies Govern¬ 
ment to-day is almost identical in 
personnel with the same government 
in 1940-41, and at that time ic 
showed its anti-democratic character 
so clearly that even tepid democrats 
like our Labourites cannot trust it. 
Even Dr, Evatt, himself no 
Radical, strongly condemns the anti¬ 
democratic character of the Anti¬ 
communist Bill. 


The Trade Unions do not like it, 
but the Communis ls have made them¬ 
selves so unpopular that they cannot 
be openly defended, therefore, in 
effect, rbe Australian Council of 
Trade Unions (A.C.T.U.) decided to 
follow the Labour Party lead, that is, 
accept the principle but fight specific 
clauses. The A.C.T.U. President, 
Albert Monk, a non-Communist Left¬ 
winger, would have preferred ourrighi 
rejection because of the clauses that 
Communist Trade Union leaders can 
be removed from office by the 
Government; but borh rhe A.C.T.U. 
Congress and tbe Labour Party ac¬ 
cepted this, most of them having had 
so much vilification, intrigue and 
victimisation to suffer at the hands of 
“gangster 1 ' Trade Union leaders like 
Thornton Elliott, Healy, etc., that 
they would be glad to see rhe last of 
these gentry. Hence, the Com¬ 
munists have succeeded so far, nor in 
capturing the Trade Union and 
Labour movement, bur in driving it 
towards reaction, as the lesser of two 
evils. Such is the position at present. 

KJ.K, 


Kropotkin — his feberaust 
idsas 

Efrico M*Malta: 

ANARCHY 
VOTE WHAT FOR? 

M. L, Ba^afii 

WORKERS IN STALIN'S RUSSIA 
F. A. RhJI*t: 

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 


U. 


and the modern age 

Saiton Utah 

COLLECTIVES IN SPAIN 

Cktrlai Duff: 

A HANDBOOK ON HANOI NO 
John Olday: 

THE MARCH TO DEATH 
THE LIFE WE LIVE. THE DEATH 
WE DIE 
A. Giliqi: 

THE KRONDSTAT REVOLT 


3 d. 


2 d. 


M. 


THE WILHELMSHAVEN REVOLT 
"EqulV': 

THE STRUGGLE IN THE FACTORY 3 d. 
McCartney: 

THE FRENCH COOKS SYNDICATE 3 d. 

William Godwin: 

SELECTIONS FROM POLITICAL 
JUSTICE 3 d. 

ON LAW Id. 

P. J. Pi-cfudhon: 

GENERAL IDEA OF THE REVOLUTION 
IN THE I9ih CENTURY Cloth 5/- 


FREEDOM FREES 


17, Red U«n Street, 

London, W.C.I, 


j\ ht 
» QCli 

iks.** 

ETT 




■e. 

ot 


if 

!e 


ta- 

dy 

“a 

es 


jfe 

s- 

ty 


\ 




















The International Congress 

. ,.„ncl..dc Mow (h« publication nt tr.n.l.,ian. »/ the 
' .1 111. InlcflMlional Anarchist t.on«rc»# held in 1’iiri!. 


J^o*. <> f ,bv 
jtf. -Hi »< 

ANARCHISM ANI> 
J MARXISM 


tc^dn^d from PUT last issue) 

EU rnJ»w to the *c^r,d of 

rK pmm« ■« not psychoWcilly 

^ ra P id actept80CC ° f 

lick the hibiL of organising 
® JS ^ a large scale and Ln ar ] 
it**** 11 1 *y. and thus are denied 
jutoc^^ . k _^ und which encourage* 

^JTdeoiaiidi an effort which 
not capable «f accomplishing. 

£2 iff, [ of the Commune and of the 
attempts by our Italian 
*S£T3ic time of the First Inter, 
id immediately afterwards, 
ajJjfJr iS did the defeat of the 
gS, prerinda! revolution. 

(Vi The repressions which it has suf- 
J2 ive weakened our movement and 
our forces- One has only to 
J the legal impossibility of 
5? prjpagande m many counme for 

± ' "A* ihe 

JfJia* of the Commune where many 
SSoritartan* (Varlin, Demure, 
feu,, jo understand the importance 
Jdi, (actor, Thii dispersal o( force, 
hii often led to the anarchists confining 
.heir activities with their own groups, 
jailed to themselves. They have ad- 
tamtd themselves to the masses, hut not 
araoijed them, Thus there has often 
pjevasled a minority* intellectual of 
^^rutocradi:" tendency , or else a multi- 
pi* of activities—educational individu- 
*lut vegeianao, maUhuxian, etc.—not 
widwu: value, but absolutely secondary. 

(4) Absence of organic work among the 
nwittv 'Tc insist on the importance of 
tlpv aspect of the question- Ohm the 
fiarctH 11 ■ have “gone to the people". 

But only lor fleeting contacts. Despite 
d* admirable foresight of the anti- 
itshnu^in core of the First Inter- 
mstiaik: they have not helped the masses 
lo rwgatiiij themselves. The only coua- 
-try wherr this work has been accom- 
pkibcd in a systematic fashion, in spite of 
i’i the repressions* was Spain- And we 
know the ncsul ti¬ 
ff) Anarchism has thus become, in a 
genera! seme, a current whose activity 
has been almost exclusively negative. 

Tt have, in effect, appeared predomin¬ 
antly a, formula uxs of criticisms. 
Gnuatm qf capitalism* the bourgeoisie, 
the State, fcweminer.i, laws, militarism, 
parbamentananism, the political panics, 
trade tmuapi, etc. Even though we have 
*hmM itoiyi been right, anarchism has 
«1 t been, m the eyes of public opinion 
and the wodters and many interested 
P«pk, a fflheaioo of "anus' 1 - 
Hal life a B continual creation. It 
" ^ dim creative capacity that one 

aaeo and movements. Even if it /*'• 
tbn h an indication of future 
|»wiWrj« Thiii general criticism has 
an intellect ual retreat by our 
Because m the imeUeouil, 

M wvi] at ihf mumj sphere, it is by 
cre »'hon that life continues 
it « *x wtewry m have , V aat culture 
entidi *** ■**■*“« lD «der to 


depend upon ourselves. We consider 
that in its *nii-authoritarian, anti-Sifltc, 
and anti-government principles, the anar¬ 
chists must Ik op to, and widen, the road 
marked out by Bakunin and his com¬ 
rades of the First International, ^ c must 
once again agitate amongst the industrial 
proletariat, amongst rural workers, ready 
to be won to our ideas, and among the 
technicians whose influence is crucial m 
modem society, 

(7) The excess of Fascist and Stalinist 
totalitarianism have provoked, even in the 
countries occupied by the U.b.b.K., a 
reaction favourable to the acceptance of 
our ideas, Again, it is necessary to give 
them, and above all, to give to our move¬ 
ment. that constructive content, m 
practice and in theory which we have not 
su far given it. 

We cannot establish a uniform pro¬ 
gramme: We believe, however, that in 
different degrees, and with the methods 
appropriate to the time and place, our 
activities should follow the lines indicated 
in the various resolutions put before the 
present Congress- 

(S) On the other hand, we must revise 
our methods, and our propaganda, 
through studies and experiments, which 
w ill give, even to our criticisms, a content 
and a new spirit in keeping with the 
needs, the aspirations, the culture and the 
life of our rimes. This represents a re¬ 
turn to a constructive spirit, on both the 
practical and the intellectual planes. 

If we do not act, Marxism or other 
authoritarian doctrines and movements 
will take the field where we have not 
known how io achieve a positive activity. 


This enndudes the series. We must 
remind dlir renderi that the views ul 
the Cunfreu are not necessarily thoie 
nf the Freedom Pres* gmup mid we 
would welcome the ofinionB of *n 
readers. The prcvinti* article* in tilt 
ficrie* have been t 

21/1/50, General Affirmations. 

4/3/50, Developing our ideas through¬ 
out the World, 

1/4/50. War; U.iV.O-j, European Fed- 
emtion, etc,/ Problems of 
the Revolution (l) Violence 
and Non-Violence. 

15/4/50. Problem} of the Revolution (2) 
Armed Defence / Pacts and 
Alliances. 

39/4/50. International Anarchist Soli¬ 
darity, 

27/5/SCr- Anarchism and Trade-Union¬ 
ism, 

l0/6/5i- Relations with other Move¬ 
ments, 

8/7/50, Anarchism and Marxism (l). 
(These issues can be obtained from 
Freedom Bookshop at Jd. each.] 


_J Thy*, p*n erf the respontibiliiy 
jlkT * wc f eM Marxut mtr*cm«ni* lie* 
it important for 
«*e defeaendev which 


FROM PAGE ONE- 


U.N.O. ILLUSION 

Dhai Comsadeh, 

The refusal of Egypt to back U.N.O. 
action in Korea is interesting, not on 
account of the Egyptian arse itself but 
hecaure of the light it throws on O.K.O. 
for those who still cherish this illusion. 

Egypt's caic is not that she denies 
Russian aggression but that she con¬ 
siders UNO has failed to check aggres¬ 
sion in the past and that it should cither 
check all cases or none. This obviously 
refers to the Egyptian case against Israel. 
Whether or not the Egyptian Government 
is in the right makes little difference— 
it could be {and is) argued to the limit 
as to whether Egypt or Israel wa?, the 
aggressor. However, according to political 
imperialist points of view, so can the 
situation in Korea be argued, both US. 
and Soviet Imperialists accusing each 
other of aggression. 

The point fa that the U.S.A.'s claim 
that aggression has taken place can be 
backed by U.N.O. action, and Egypt's 
claim cannot, and It should be quite clear 
that the "token forces” rallying to 
■‘U.N-O, action” in Korea are plainly 
acting as U S, satellites. It is U.S.A. 
intervention, and not U.N.O. decisions, 
that count. 

K.A.B, 

SHOULD WE ATTACK 
THE CHRISTIANS? 

Comrade ft. 

If we attack religious beliefs as such, 
are we in fact depriving man of free 
expression? Is it only when religious 
convictions become institutionalised that 
they represent a danger to freedom? 

George Woodcock says (Freedom, 
July 8th); “Clearly the libertarian it not 
concerned with attacking religious beliefs 
as such, since the first foundation of his 
attitude lies on the assumption that every 
man should be free to believe what he 
likes and to express that belief freely.” 

None of us will disagree that every 
man has the right to express his beliefs, 
but if we ever hope to change society, 
surely the role of the anarchist Is to point 
out to man the fallacy of looking io a 
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higher power to do it for him, Whether 
n ^. Lhc , Chriaiia n attaches himself to 
the Church he will invariably regard 
whatever «li«iUes befall ui „ an acTof 
God, or if he really desires to prevent 
them he will loot to a power outside kirn- 
self to do so. 

If we believe that it is only when man 


owns himself, end realises Uui he stone 
is the power which wii! bring about a 
free societv, we must certainly attack 
those' beliefs w hich make him an easy 
tool for the powerful. By doing so, wt 
are not depriving him nt free expression 
but helping hint towards a fuller life. 

R.M j 


MEETINGS IN GLASGOW, 


Our outdoor meetings are going fine. 
There was only one night we had to call 
off as the weather was against us and we 
can always reckon on a crowd of 500 at 
least. It was a grand meeting to-night 
(35/6/50), I reckon at its peak there must 
have been close cm a 1,000. 

There Is nothing very exciting id report 
except that last Sunday one of the 
Christian groups tried to muscle in on our 
meeting. They call themselves the 
“Tabernacle" and they came down into 
xWaxwdl Street, which as you know is 
a dead end (and we've been using it for 
five years) just as our meeting was going 
well. They have a van—it's more like 
a bus—with a loudspeaker, a guy with 
an accordion and about half a dozen 
dames chanting hymns. We approached 
them and asked them to go on to the 
next street, hut no, it was obvious what 
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A meeting to tom memo rate the life 
and. work of Errico Mala testa is 
being held at the Trade Union Club 
on Sunday, July ijrd, at y.jo p.m. 

5. Corio, Mat Kavanagh and John 
Hewetson will be among the 
speakers. 


AIM OF AUTHORITY 

(Continued) 

is for violence. The reader will have noticed that no mention has been made 
of violent rebellion as a means of abolishing Authority, Many anarchists believe that 
violence is the only practicable method of ridding the world of a violent institution 
hfcc Authority, but many others believe that violence begets violence. The great armed 
msiory, like the French revolution of 1789, the European revolutions 
of 1849, and the Russian revolution of 1917 were all aimed at freedom, and all ended 
fV/ CSEabl,shmcnL of governments as strong and ruthless as the previous ones. 

W is for Workers. Since everyone in an Authoritarian society is a Bondman in 
some way or other, everyone would benefit by the abolition of Authority, but rhe Bosses 
of various sons imagine that they would suffer greatly by the loss of their power 
over other men, It is those who arc Bondmen without being Bosses, the working-dasaes 
who are most interested in the abolition of Authority, and It Is only by the direct action 
own bands' Authority will be abolished. Truly, their liberation is in Their 

(To be continued) r 
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ftil uuiions, they have cjr suuh 
oetuftionii sought to create a new 
world out of their own undavour. 
If general hiatory is, the record 
of governmental set ion , revo¬ 
lutions-a* Kropotkin suid — 

demonstrate the creative ability 
of the maaseH of ordinary 
people, 

S/Tut/l in 1936 

fi ih from such flushes that we 
cun redress the balance, and 
recoil from the feefiraif that war 
and want and poverty are in¬ 
evitable, And in our own time 
we eun draw from the most 
brdliitiit <>f ad revoluliiinary 
experiments, that of Spy in j n 
J &i t . For mm re hist S, J u J y 1 *J c h 
■ i a day on tvhieli revolutionary 
hopes eiiri he reborn. If the 
heroic defeal of the Spanish 
worker 1 und peasants hud on 
irfher effect than to keep 
workers elsewhere from despair, 
l but would be mi achieve- 
mem incalculable, no doubt, 
h#i nevertheless of Iren tend out 
•i |« i hear ice. 

loi^ 1 - Wh v n ** ,tw * k hack on 
1 in this light a certain dis- 
RUiet U iH.und i*i ah**-. Jj( |Ji|r 
own movement there are 

. t,JW,rild « * h,t **m 
Mill children during the Spanish 
revolution. || is flow fourteen 

MflLe “ iltJ 'here is *|,|| , H , 
ill fimtive history of the revolu- 
tion. Actually ilie sltuailon is 
siill worse. f**r it there ip litth 
eriouih reliable matfsr on hpaiii. 


there is certainly nt* lack of 
misrepresent at ion. Hundreds of 
hooks were written at the time, 
and are now to he seen on the 
second-hand stalk. Most of 
them sell a now outmoded party 
me, some of them are mere 
libek, only a very few show even 
a dim Srasp of the si/tnllicanee 
of the events they describe. The 
largest single element In the 
anti- Franco struggle wa * ,he 
anarchist syndicalist section of 
the Spanish workers; yet the 
vast majority nf the “histones” 
iif * 1 ™ revolution do not 
mention the anarchists at nil, 
very few even recognise the 
fact of revolution itself. Even 
thuMa like (*eor|e Orwell and 
Fran* Borkenau, who do show 
some historical u title nt and mg 
mid try to convey h scute of the’ 
signthcaiice of the events ihey 
deNUrlhc, scarcely mention the 

m,,at *r'* tnul Perhupp the 

most important aipeut of ,h c 
Spaoisb rcvolul ion- — t he ; m |o«- 
Inal and peasant eolleelivcs. 
orgumscil by the workers Hum- 
selves and hearing m , rK _ 
wmblanw to the collectivised 
undertakings of Russian 

economy, 

Wem/t iigomst tyranny unit 

tniliturifiin 

hco rlic Spanish wurkers 
■ truck agaiiiBi (Jeneral I raoeo's 
im.xcli the rv.t i4 i he world 
•himed fascism advancing alm.Rpr 
ume.Ulcd iupt because workers 
live Where were fur one reason 


or another demoralised. In no 
country were the workers poorer 
or more materially in want than 
in Spain ; but the Spanish 
workers showed that the spirit of 
resistance and a burning desire 
for freedom are more enkindling 
than the material achievements 
of the welfare states. 

But not only' were they able to 
take direct action against 
Franco; they also showed an 
astonishing creative independ- 
cnee in building up a new frame¬ 
work of economic and social life. 
It is not our purpose now to 
go into the very eomplicatcd 
reasons for the ultimate defeat 
of the Sinmifth revolution, though 
the study of these is of brut class 
ftigmhciiiicr for us to-day. What 
we are concerned to stress is 
the upnirgc of life and vitality 
which the Spanish workers 
showed at a time — it was three 
years after Hitler achieved power 
in Germany, and less than a year 
after Mussolini had gone to war 
with Abyssinia—scarcely less 
gloomy and pessimistic than to¬ 
day. The act ion of the Spanish 
workers provides a kind of 
tuuehsluiic to remind h> thul the 
contemporary gloom does not 
represent the only aspect of 
hum an endeavour and human, 
capacity. It provides u kind of 
“hi i i uiiL'Iiur fur revolutionary j 
faith, u foundation nn which to j 
build hopes and from «hieh t° I 
continue to struggle for a better 
world. 


they were trying iq Jo, to «'e 
have it] Wc iimttcl on our lott^^^ 
fall blast—and you know whai wrl 
do to [fie God idea, CbrisLiauJcja 
Bible. 

It y as comrade Raesidc wfioj 
to be speaking at the time and 
how forceful he an be— Jg 
io ribbons! They nude it jj 
him by two of them qair 
subject at the time hap? 

Hiroshima atom bomb, 

Christian he would say J 
drop it, the oihcr, alsh^a f 
no> it wasn't right, so tlgl 
playing one tiff against tbel_ 
ihe time flaying them ^nd 3 
Wc even gave one of them!a | 
on the platform. You knc« 
nonsense they spout, a boa® 
found Christ”—I think tMs| 

Him one day when he wasT 
Argy]e Street. What a mei|| 
left him ini IncidentsUy^T 
would have nothing to do I 
“Tabernacle” crowd, so you 9 
what it was like—two 9 
blaring Christiantiy and denoT 
otbqr — wc enjoyed it, l'hed^ 
gave up, the lad who was thd9 
saying he could not compete woT 
wc had the street tu ourseive| t< 

How' did the audience take 9 
ignored their meeting and when -y 
Christians wanted another 
pla tform, w'c pm i t to thei 
said No—once of him wasj 
could have been a rough i 
audience sensed along with 
were trying to do and, as I saifS 
them. 

By the way, these ChriiM 
lunch-hour meetings, and theg 
audience questions on the B 
one answers them right rfieyJj 
loorhbrush. 

Fraternal Greetio 

j."' 


THE LLiPv AND® 
REGIME^ 

TJ F FLY TNG to Freedom's refc- 
AV Will Ballantine's pro-TicoJ™ 
published in recent issues of the S9 
Leader , the Editor of that 
now stated his position in the la 
terms : m 

“The editor of the 5 ocialisi^^ 
does not in any way shai9 
[Ballantine's} belief that YugosUfl 
a socialist state , , . Our 
philosophy is that of den 
socialism. We are utterly oppc^_ 
dictatorship whether of th^ Righra 
the Left and, insofar that many rf9 
trappings of Stalinism are ^videos 
Titoism, w e do not share any of p 
current enthusiasm for the 
regime. Tiro not only accepts 
the Srilinist version of iVLrxEsnd 
Is apparently an ape pupil off 
Soviet regime insofar as it is iR 
the nails of Yugosalvia are fufll 
political dissidents. 

f 'Furthermore, it h fairly " 
that the two main features ol L. 
ism^-freedom and democnKy— 
be as disastrous to Tiro is they ^ 
be io Stalin.” ' _ 

The Editor also draws our sttenEiunj 
the fact that Will Ballad'"* h ^s 
been Chairnun of the I.L-F, " 
not deny, however, our suggestion 
Hal la mine is a 'prominent member 
[he party. 
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Wc apologise to contributors to 
ihc Prc** Fund for having; fo 1 

hold over ack mi vs ledge nicnt for < 

one issue. 
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